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The installation sea change is inspired by the corals and 
seaweeds now threatened by climate change. The gorgonian 
corals are a particularly important indicator species.
[for more on this, google Heikoop, Risk, Shearer and Atudorei 
2002/3]

Why are they called gorgonian?
In the Libyan myths, when Perseus laid the Gorgon's head on a 
bed of seaweed at Lake Tritonis, the soft weed that had danced in 
the waves and underwater became strange: hard fronds, dying 
like statues of themselves, once colourful, now white ghosts...
[for more on this, google Timeorei Libyes C3 BCE, Diodorus 
Siculus and Ovid C1 BCE]

The hero Perseus had been tricked. He killed Medusa, the 
human Gorgon, believing her to be a monster, but really she was 
a daughter of Gaia, the earth goddess, who chose her and her two 
Gorgon sisters to protect the planet from the carelessness, cruelty 
and greed of the Titans, failed gods who smashed their world to 
pieces. By killing Medusa and making a shield with her head of 
snakes he made the Aegis, a shield to protect the city of Athens.

This seems good, but the historical basis for the myth is that he 
had been sent to kill the warrior Queen of Libya (all of North 
Africa) and bring word to the North European invaders of 
Greece, that the strongest queen in the world (as the Greeks 
knew it) would not be able to help the Mediterranean Greeks 
fight the invaders out, their empire was safe..
[google Hesiod and use the Encyclopedia Britannica to read 
about Ouranus, Gaia, Lake Tritonis and the warrior queens of 
Ancient Africa]

BCE means before the Christian Era, if you use the Islamic 
calendar make the same adjustment as for BC/AD



SEA CHANGE                      
singing bird artist

Using crocheted, knitted and woven strands of yarn, fabric, shell 
remnants, buttons, gardening mesh and nickel chain, I have made 
an expanse of colourful dreads (the snakes on the African 
Queen's head) and seaweed forests, beautiful corals and urchins, 
all slowly dying as the water levels shift with climate change 
drying some areas and flooding others. 

By spending a long time (3 years!) making this I have spent a 
long time thinking about how simple it is to protect what is left of 
the natural world: we should use less new/first use materials 
in our lives and re use things many times in many ways 
(upcycle) before recycling. Very little needs to go to landfill. 

I want to use the momentary freedom from pain and 
disability that artmaking gives me to encourage others to pay 
attention to the small joys of life, and to live more and buy 
less.

I make installations and films, but also objects, particularly 
handmade books, for meditation, consolation, encouragement 
and delight. There is a lot of pain and distress in the world, but 
there are always things we can do, however small, however 
slow...I have fibromyalgia and know how hard it can seem to 
make even small efforts, but hopefully sea change can show 
you how all those small efforts build up!

I use simple techniques and mostly up and re/cycled materials to 
create intricate ingredients which assemble like a good fruit 
cake, full of spices and nuts as well as raisins! I have learnt to be 
very resourceful at finding industrial remnants to buy as well as 
having friends skipdive for commercial leftovers. Other friends 
are happy to give me their leftovers, even the cut off ends from 
sewing in jumper seams can be used! 



I am a singing bird, calling for creativity to bring life to all the 
green trees in the garden that our earth could be. Won't you join 
me?

singing bird artist

Find me online at: birds sing artblog
facebook : singing bird artist
email: singingbirdartist@yahoo.co.uk

THIS INSTALLATION IS 
WILDLIFE FRIENDLY AND 
SECURELY ATTACHED, BUT NOT 
STRONG ENOUGH TO USE FOR 
CLIMBING THE TREE!

PLEASE ENJOY IT AND YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO TOUCH IT
( BUT  WASH YOUR HANDS 
AFTERWARDS ;)  & DON'T TUG 
OR RIP IT, YOU MIGHT HURT 
YOURSELF!)

mailto:singingbirdartist@yahoo.co.uk

